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Managing Today's Complex Crises: Lessons From the Past
Prof. David Alexander

Professor of Emergency Planning and Management, University College London (UCL)

Prof. David Alexander is a Research Fellow, Global Risk Forum GRF Davos (Switzerland) and a visiting professor at many universities.

He is the founding Editor-in-Chief of Elsevier’s International Journal of Disaster Risk Reduction, and was formerly Co-Editor of Disasters journal. He is
also a member of the Editorial Boards of 16 other scientific journals. In 2013 he won the Distinguished Research Award of the International Society
for Integrated Disaster Risk Management (IDRiM).

With climate change and technological development, the world is changing fast and disasters are posing an increasing complex
challenge to society. Although the major emergencies of the future will not be exactly like those of the past, there is a need to
learn and apply the lessons of past disasters in order to work for a safer future. With reference to significant events from distant
and recent history, this talk will review some of the major lessons derived from disasters and consider how they may help
disaster risk reduction as we move into an increasingly uncertain future. Emergency managers are often accused of "planning for
the last disaster, not the next one", but paradoxically the study of successes and failures in managing the disasters of the past
can help develop a better strategy for adapting to the disasters of the future.

Call for Participants: This is FREE Zoom Webinar. For more information, please visit our seminar website.
https://dsOn.cc.yamaguchi-u.ac.jp/~cldpm/event/20230302announce.html
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