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The Tradition and Innovation of Line Art:
Discuss the Transform of Calligraphic Aesthetics
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(Summary)

Calligraphy, which always demonstrates as characters and lines, is the most typical and
artistic form of Chinese culture. Nowadays, the unique value of calligraphy becomes less and less
because of technology, that is, for calligraphy, line art is just gradually replaces the function of
recording. However, character is the most important element of Chinese calligraphy, if calligraphy
is separated from character, it will also be parted from traditional culture and probably become
another form of art, which is totally different from traditional calligraphy. Therefore, the system
and the writing principle that had been set up in traditional calligraphy may not be able to support
modern calligraphy. As a matter of fact, cutting off the base of culture and establishing another
theory of aesthetics seem not such wise choice, but when facing the change of society and culture,
we still need to give some responses to make calligraphic art sustained instead of just clinging to
the traditional culture. To make calligraphy flourish, we should propose a concept that can run
through past and future. This article tries to use the way of calligraphic and artistic esthetics to
find out the cogitation behind traditional calligraphy, so that we can examine the possible aspect to
develop calligraphy in this contemporary society. Through history and culture, we try to find that
how the thinking works in calligraphic art and also try to find out sustainable elements that can
make calligraphic art prosperous.
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