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A Discussion on Ruan Yuan’s Theory of the Northern and
Southern Factions in Calligraphy
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Summary

To interpret the document appropriately and to build a system of our own theory are always
considered as an aspiration and achievement of an academic researcher. However, when a system
which is interpreted intemperately and conservatively becomes unquestionable, it may make the
phenomenon of culture distorted. When it comes to the traditional research method, distinguishing
different factions and building its own system are the most important one in the academic field of
Chinese culture and art. These methods may have some impact on the history of culture because
of the structure, the personal influence from people who proposed it, or even the continued theory
built by followers. For example, in the field of both painting and calligraphy, they are differentiated
as the northern faction and the southern faction, which has already been certain viewpoint in the
textbook. Despite that, to make a response to the structure built by those factions, it might need
to reexamine the system, the purpose of those theories, and the process of their development. In
addition, comparing effective documents properly may make the process of cultural development
become more different and find out more value of interpretation. Therefore, this article is going
to discuss the problem and the value of the system which is proposed by Ruan Yuan from the
Qing Dynasty, in the field of calligraphy. Also, this article will try to clarify some issues in the
calligraphy.
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