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On the Huayi Order as the East Asian Historical World and
an Interpretation Paradigm
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Abstract
Any global problem can only be regionalized at first, and seek solutions from the experience of regional
knowledge. It has been so in the era of globalization, and especially in the traditional era in which the
region was a historical unit. "Region" is a kind of existence formed by human organizations (such as
countries) in accordance with certain criteria (such as culture) to carry out various interactions (such as
state relations). Being a regional system in pre-modern times, the Huayi order(huayizhixi/ZE 35§k F7/Pax
Sinica) was a historical world which based on East Asia as its center, and also a theoretical paradigm for
interpreting the relations between East Asian countries in the traditional era. The construction principles
of the Huayi order include: (1) The world view of the Great Unification(dayitong/ K—%%) is the
theoretical basis of the Huayi order; (2) The Hua-yi discrimination (huayizhibian/Z£55 > $¥) based on
culture is the core concept of the Huayi order; (3)The way of making a neighbors(jiaolinzhidao/3Z %~
3H) by "obeying the strong state(shida/Z5-K)" or/and "obeying the weak state(shixiao/ZE/]\)" is the
principle of state relations of the Huayi order; (4) The righteous war(Yizhan/F%) is the realistic mean
of the Huayi order to achieve ideal peace; (5) The intermediate contact zone( 1[5 #HfiE %) plays an
important role in state relations in the Huayi order. In the traditional ear in East Asia, with the expansion
and spread of Chinese culture to the surrounding regions, the ideology of the Huayi order and the thinking
of the Hua-yi discrimination have spread to the peripheral countries and accepted by them, becoming the
ideological basis of the peripheral countries to treat foreign issues and deal with foreign relations. The
Huayi order and Huayi discrimination has become the institutional category and spiritual principle shared
by East Asian countries, and has achieved certain forms of expression in China's peripheral countries
such as Korea, Japan, and Vietnam. As an analytical framework with inherent logic, the Huayi Order can
be applied to study the dynamics, processes and consequences of long-term interaction between East
Asian countries, and between East Asia and other regions in the traditional era. It not only pays attention
to the two-way exchange of materials, information and population, but also to the new social culture and
political and economic structure generated by these interactions, and their impact on the domestic and
the regional. In the meantime, it pays special attention to the intermediate contact zones, which are
compatible with the backwardness of communication technology and lack of the concept of sovereign
country in the traditional East Asia. By comparing the modern international relation theories, the Huayi
order may provide a more practical interpretation paradigm, which can be applied to study the relations

between East Asian countries in the traditional era.
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