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Perspectives of the World as Depicted in Children’s Encyclopedias
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(Abstract)

This paper is a discussion of perspectives of the world as depicted in children’s encyclopedias from Japan’s
period of rapid economic growth. The encyclopedias studied were the Ehon Hyakka, published by Heibonsha,
and the Kodomo Hyakka-jiten, published by Shogakukan Inc. In both encyclopadias, the illustrations and text
accompanying articles about Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South America, and Oceania, were studied
from the perspective of natural, cultural, and economic phenomena. It was possible to identify characteristic
articles for each continent, such as descriptions of wild animals in entries about Africa. In addition, there was
a noticeable period style in entries such as those on natural phenomena focusing on flora and fauna, or entries
on economics focusing on resources theory.  This study suggests that the entries reflect Japan’s socio-economic
circumstances at that time, and that those perspectives of the world still have an influence on Japanese people’s

thinking today.
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(A BANER 11 5 11 8 7 8 50 23.0
(B)X{LHIER 15 12 12 7 7 4 57 263
OBEHER 30 18 10 15 8 8 89 410

(Cl) % - & 11 8 7 7 5 4 42 194
(C2)KERR 8 2 0 2 2 1 15 6.9
(C3)#h3E 3 6 0 4 0 1 14 65
(C4)SET % 8 2 3 2 1 2 18 83
Z 0t 5 4 3 3 5 1 21 97
it 61 39 36 33 27 21 217  100.0
% 28.1 18.0 16.6 15.2 12.4 9.7 100.0

RIZAER 77 A—AyN F7YH AFAVHETAVAFRT=T %
(R BARER 32 36 82 24 19 44 237 30.8
(B)XLryER 34 19 44 21 6 17 141 18.3
CRFHER 81 109 65 33 19 34 341 44.3

(CHE%E - R&E 39 58 47 16 15 23 198 25.7
(C2)kEER 9 11 2 6 2 4 34 4.4
(C3)#hz 4 14 3 3 1 1 26 3.4
(C4)SET % 29 26 13 8 1 6 83 10.8
Z 0t 13 8 8 6 4 11 50 6.5
it 160 172 199 84 48 106 769 100.0

% 20.8 22.4 25.9 10.9 6.2 13.8 100.0
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