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Creating an Imagined Community of “Kamuro” in Kamuro
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(Abstract)

The aim of this paper is to report on the result of an investigation of a magazine titled Kamuro, whose
literary significance has not been fully studied. Kamuro was a magazine published and edited on Kamuro Island
in Yamaguchi Prefecture, Japan from 1914 to 1940, totaling 158 volumes. Kamuro had the distinctive feature
of playing a crucial role in providing the people related to Kamuro island with opportunities of interaction
between those who left the island and emigrated to other countries and areas and those who stayed. All of the
articles in the volumes of Kamuro were contributed by people living in the island as well as those who emigrated
from the island. Kamuro created a literary and cultural network between these people, playing a significant role

in creating an imagined “Kamuro” community.
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