Safety Aid for Preparing Thin Sections

When preparing rock thin sections, a step involves thinning the rock sample that has
been affixed to a glass slide. This process requires pressing the slide down with one's
fingers and grinding it vigorously against a grinder or glass plate coated with abrasive
powder and water. During this operation, fingers often become waterlogged and soft, and
the slide can stick to the grinding surface; this frequently leads to accidents where
fingers are cut by the edges of the slide. This safety aid is designed to prevent such

incidents.

To use the device, the slide (with the rock attached) is fitted inside the safety aid, and
the rock is thinned by grinding it against the grinder or glass plate. This allows the user
to apply pressure to the slide through the safety aid rather than directly with their

fingers, thereby preventing finger injuries.
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