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Relocation from Estimated Tsunami Damage Area of Nankai Trough
Earthquake after Great East Japan Earthquake: Observation of Mihama Town
and the Coastal Area of Hidaka County, Wakayama Prefecture
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(Abstract)
We investigated whether population movements to avoid damage could be observed in the Nankai Trough Earthquake affected

area, which is expected to cause similar damage in the near future after the devastation of the Great East Japan Earthquake.
Population movements and changes in population and households after the Great East Japan Earthquake were compared with
those before the earthquake. The results of the census and other data show that there were certain changes before and after the
Great East Japan Earthquake. In some of the villages where major damage was expected, the post-earthquake census showed
that many of them experienced a significant decrease in population that was different from before. However, the same trend was
not observed in all presumed disaster areas. In addition, we have not been able to obtain sufficient evidence to determine whether

this factor was necessarily caused by the assumed tsunami damage. We must continue to monitor the situation closely.
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